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GENERAL

Present figures indicate we have now well over one thousand members.
Subseriptions became due in October 1967. Six months have now elapsed and
we are pleased to say that only just over one hundred members have not yet
renewed. Those members will find a renewal slip herewith and we would be
grateful to receive your renewal as soon as possible.

The function at Bilpin was an outstanding success except for those- who
came too late to share in the excellent 621b. Bar-B-Q pig. A profit of just
under $200.00 was made and all the credit must go to our past Vice-President
Mr. R.J.B. St.John, who undertook to cook the pig to perfection and in fact did
So and made his attractive future apple orchard available for the party and to
Mrs. Olive Slade who procured the pig and got up at 4 o'clock in the morning in
order to drive to Bilpin to prepare all the other necessary things to ensure
the success of the party.

CONVENTION 4

The Committee has now decided formally to hold an Australia Wide
Convention in respect of Civil Liberties on the long weekend in October and it
will take place from Saturday 5th October to Monday 7th October and the Chart
Room in the Carlton Rex Hotel has been booked., We feel that this year will be
a great time for holding the convention as it will be held in conjunction with
Human Rights Year of the United Nations, GCirculars have been sent to
Council's for Civil Iiberties in all other states and it is hoped the represen-
tatives will attend and read papers from all parts of our Commonwealth,

Apart from the papers that will be read an entertaining social programme
is also planned. It is proposed to commence the convention on the Saturday
morning and terminate the day's proceedings with a Wine Tasting in the evening,

At this stage it is thought that a registration fee of about $5.00 per
person should cover the cost of attending the convention, the hire of the con-
vention rooms, morning and afternoon tea and attendance at the Wine Tasting on
the first night. The hotel will provide services for drinks and other refresh-
ments at suitable times in the Convention Room. It is also proposed to hold a
special Chinese luncheon on the Sunday and a final Buffet Dinner on the Monday
night. These functions will be additional to the registration fee as proposed-

It is hoped that many New South Wales members will attend, if not for the
reading of all the papers, at least for the social activities.

Confessional Evidence

A surprising suggestion has come from the British Section of the Inter-
national Commission of Jurists regarding the interrogation of suspects in
criminal cases,
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Under the British system of law all accused persons have the privilege of silence
and are not obliged to answer questions unless they desire. In New South Wales

in many criminal trials a document kmown as a Record of Interview is tendered by
the prosecution which contains a typewritten record of questions and answers
allegedly freely and voluntarily given by the accused confessing to the crime and
usually signed by the accused as well, Of course the admission in evidence of
these documents is usually fatal to the accused and in most cases he wishes to
retract them at the trial by alleging persuasion or force om the part of the
police to make him sign them, The International Commission of Jurists recom-
mends as reported in the current number of Australian Law Journal '"that the pri-
vilege of the accused to keep silent before his trial should be abolished but sub~-
ject to the important sefeguard that any confession of guilt should be inadmiss-~
able in evidence unless made and recorded before a magistrate. This controlled
interrogation before a magistrate would be compulsory and a record of it admiss-
able at any subsequent trial to the exclusion of any other statement oral or
written made to the police by a person after becoming a suspect. Existing
powers of arrest should be retained. In addition the police should be able to
apply to a magistrate for a summons to interrogate a suspect. In the event of a
person objecting to interrogation on the grounds that he is not a suspect 1%
should be for the police to prove to the magistrate that reasonable grounds for
suspecting him exist. At the interrogation the suspect is invited to make a
statement and after he has done so or has declined to do so the police would be
entitled to put leading questions. The presiding magistrate should disallow any
question which he thinks unfair or improper; the suspect would retain all the
normal privileges in regard to the refusal to answer questions; except the privi-
leges against self-incrimination."

This is of course a tremendous step forward (or backward) from the present
system and touches very closely on a question of civil liberty.

The practical difficulty must be as to what steps are taken if the suspect:
still refuses to speak even before the magistrate. One assumes that he could be
committed to prison for contempt of court but he might be unwilling to take the

risk of being thus committed if the penalty for the offence for which he is su§kh_;

pect is only a small one, but in the event of certain crimes where the penalty
could be ten years or more what would then be the answer? Would he then be com-
mitted to prison for an indefinite period? This of course would be fundament-
ally repugnant to the rule of law that a person shall not be imprisoned for
lengthy periods without trial and it could also; one assumes, be argued that the
threat of prison in order to make him speak is not far removed from the old
medieval system of peine forte et dure.

It is not unimportant to note ‘that what are known as the New Judges Rules.in
ingland regarding the questioning of suspects by the police have not be adopted
in this State. These new Rules are generally more disadvantageous to the
suspects than the old rules.

An Independent Tribunal needed

The Council for Civil Liberties views with some concern that within. the last
few weeks two instances have been reported in the Press in which detectives have
reduced in rank by being sent back to uniform duties. In one case it was a
detective at the C.I.B., in the other a detective associated with the fraud.squad:

The Council has long advocated that complaints against the police should be
investigated by an independent tribunal and not by the police themselves. These
are cases dealing with vital matters of public interest and yet the public are
not informed as to which police were concerned; one may well ask whether their
misconduct was such as to be within breach of the law and not merely a police
regulation.

lany arguments are put up by the police against the formation of suchan
independent tribunal, the main one being that other bodies such as solicitors,
barristers, doctors and the like carry out their own independent and private
investigations. This of course is not striectly true as there is full publicity
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