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ANNUAT, GENERAL MEETING: The Annual General Meeting was held at 8.00 p.m. on
Friday, October 13, 1967 at the Adyar Hall, Bligh Street, Sydney.
Professor Stout retired as President owing to the fact that he is . %
now going to live in Tasmania. Expressions of gratitude were passed at the il
meeting in respect of Professor Stout's service to the Council. 'ﬁ?
The following persons were elected as office bearers and committee of
the ensuing twelve months:
President: Mr. R.M. Hope, Q.C.
Vice-Presidents: Dr. K.T. Fowler . ;
Mr. M.E. Pile, Q.C. y P
Secretary: Mr. G. Johnson A=Y
Assistant Secretary: Miss J. Locke J ’
Treasurer: Dr. R.E. Klugman T ',
Committee: Mr, T. Martin :
Mrs. B. Buckley Matron C. Ray : ' -4
Mr. K. Buckley Dr. H,D. Rathgeber ’ L
Dr. D. Chappell Mr. R.J.B. St. John
Mr., M. Einfeld Mr. J. Staples
Mr. L.J. Ferguson Mr. J. Thorburn
Mr. D. Kirby Mr. J. Twyford
Mr. T. Lynam Mr. R.G. Walker -

In addition Messrs. M. Kirby and C.B. Marks were co-opted on the
Committee as members of the legal panel and also Mr. I.B. MacPherson as convener
of the film censorship sub-committee. : -f

Once again we wish to emphasise that if any members with special skills,
knowledge or interest wish to assist the Council, the committee will be glad to
co-opt them onto a special sub-committee. The last two general meetings (the
Annual and Film Censorship meeting re "Ulysses") were not well attended by
Council members. These general meetings are for the benefit of the members of f
the Council, Most of the Council's work is done in committee. Your committee s &' %
presses its invitation for your assistance. !za
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FUNDS & DONATIONS: By merely joining the Council, you assist in its activities.‘
Many renewals have already been received for the year beginning October 1, 1967.
Those who have not renewed will find a remewal slip herein.
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The Deputy Commissioner of Taxation has now finally approved a special PR

fund known as the "Council for Civil Liberties Legal Assistance Fund". This . 4
special fund has been created to receive donations to help in legally assisting .

needy and indigent persons whose civil liberty appears to have been abused. ‘-.J

We urge those of you who have not already done so, to send a donation oL - -f

when renewing your subscription. i

REMEMBER, as from now ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. o . 3

Price: 50 cents per annum Council for Civil Liberties :!
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT: Herewith in full is the President's Report delivered by
Professor Stout at the Annual General Meeting on October 13, 1967.

1 GENERAL The Council which is entering on its fifth year, has now become estab-
lished in the minds of the general public, the press and even some politicians and
administrators as the responsible champion of civil rights in New South Wales.

Our membership has increased from 747 as at the date of the last Annusl
General Meeting to about 960 today. This increase is encouraging, but our total
membership still represents only a very small proportion of those citizens who, .
whether they know it or not, benefit by our work, ife need and deserve still
stronger support from the public.
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Cases of individual infringements of liberty take up an increasing A
proportion of the Committee's time and the Council's finances. Many of these have
been reported in Newsletters and I shall not elaborate on them in this Report,
beyond saying that our successes in the Court, have outnumbered our failures,
while in most cases even our failures have served a useful purpose. It was better
to have fought and lost than never to have fought at all.

2 ESTABLISHMENT OF A LEGAL ASSISTANCE FUND The increasing number of genuine
individual cases submitted to us has recently prompted what is perhaps the major
development of the past year. We are in process of establishing a Legal Assistance
Fund, which for income tax purposes, will be registered as a Charity, so that
donations to it will be tax deductible. The President, Secretary and Treasurer

have jointly executed a Deed of Trust appointing Messrs. T, Lynam, Trevor lMartin

and Dick Klugman as trustees for the fund. The taxation authorities have given

their approval in principle. It is hoped that donations over and above the annual
subscription will be made to this fund, and that tax deductibility will also
encourage a generous response to special appeals to meet special needs. Incidentally,
one of the largest fund-raising organisations in the Commonwealth is presently \
investigating the possibilities of a fund raising scheme on behalf of the Council.

If it is successful, both the Council's general finances and the new Legal Assistance

Fund should benefit.

The Council is much indebted to Mr., T. Iynam for his help in negotiating
the Legal Assistance Fund. One of its major advantages will be that it will be S
possible to brief Counsel who have no connexion with the Council for Civil Liberties. i
As things now are, if one of our legal members appears in a case the police assume e
that the defence is backed by the Council for Civil Liberties, and this does not &
help the defendant.

3 NEW PREMISES We are also indebted to Mr. Iynam for the loan of his Board Room
on the 4th floor of 363 Pitt Street for meetings of the Committee and, even more E*
important, for meking available a telephone, which will enable the Council for the 53
first time to be listed in the telephone book. To begin with, & secretary— ’
receptionist will refer callers to our Secretary's number, but we hope that the
time will come when the office can be manned by volunteers at least for some part
of each day. Finally we may be able to afford a paid secretary.

4 CENSORSHIP In the past year our attention was mainly focussed on film censor—

ship; about which there has been a good deal of publicity. The practice of making
cuts in films, which are then screened without any indication that they have been

tampered with is inexcusable.

The banning of the film "Ulysses" received the greatest publicity, but fj4
at least one important film imported for screening at the Sydney Film Festival was
rejected, and others were cut. One of those cut was a film whose production had
been financially supported by the British Government. Its maker would not allow
it to be screened unless it could be screened a2s he had made it; and consequently
it had to be withdrawn.

The Council made common cause on film censorship with the Committee of
the Sydney Film Festival and organised a special general meeting in St. James' Hall
on the evening of 27th June to discuss the banning of "Ulysses' and film censorship
in general. This was addressed by Mr. Ian MacPherson, a member of the Film Festival's
censorship committee, and by Mr. David Stratton, the Festival's director. A spirited
and useful discussion followed, and the following motions were carried, to be sent
to every member of both Houses of Commonwealth Parliament, to 21l ¥.S.W. Film
Societies and to all Metropolitan Newspapers:






