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GENERATL:

Appeal to llembers: During the past few months your Council has been faced
with heavy expenses mainly in connection with providing free legal assist-
ance (and we might add with some spectacular success) for needy and indigent
persons where an issue of eivil liberty has arisen. Our credit balance at
the Dank is at a startlingly low ebb and in this Newsletter we are taking
the opportunity of urging our members of the Council to:

() renew their subscriptions promptly and
(i1) make a donation to the Council.

Subscriptions are due as from October 1st, 1967 and we enclose a
renewal notice.,

= It is important that the membership of the Council for Civil Liberties
continues to grow. DBasically for their subscription,; members receive four
or five Illewsletters a year, the opportunity to attend one or two General
lHeetings and invitations to attend a couple of social functions, It is the
present policy of the council not to go looking for cases and we only act

if requested by the person concerned and; of course, where an issue of civil
liberty arises. The Committee wishes all members to know that they look on
them to bring matters to their attention where the Council might intervene -
and any member, particularly those with special skills, can be co-opted or
invited to come on to any sub-committee.

FTunction: The last function held at the Weinkeller in April was an out-
standing success. Over one hundred and sixty persons attended and several
members and their guests were disappointed owing to shortage of space. The
charge was $3%.00 a head for dinner and wine and it was not intended on that
occasion that the Council would make any profit from that function. However,
we did show an overall profit of $1.00!

Another function has been arranged at the New Weinkeller which is now
situated at 72 Pitt Street at 6.30 p.m. on FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 22nd, 1967.
Howevers; it is proposed that a charge of $4.00 per head will be made in
order to raise some funds for your Council. Your Committee again asks as
many mernbers as possible to attend with their guests and we hope that you
will have an enjoyable evening. A separate notice in respect of the function
i5 enclosed with this newsletter. '
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Annual General lNeeting: The Annual General Meeting of the New South Wales
Council for Civil Liberties will take place at

ON

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13th, 1967

AT THE —

ADYAR HALL

3

which is situated in the basement of

25 BLIGH STREET, SYDNEY (NEXT TO THE SAVOY THEATRE)

Unfortunately the Agricultural Hall in Macquariz Street has now been turned
into offices and is no longer available.

At this meeting members will have the opportunity of raising any matters
concerned with issues of civil liberty and a new committee and office bearers
will also be elected. The President, Emeritus Professor Alan Stout will also
present the president's Report. The outgoing committee looks forward to
seeing as many members as possible at this meeting.

EX PARTE CORBISHLEY: RE LOCKE AND ANOR. One of the basic civil liberties is
a man's right to seek legal representation, especially when his liberty is at
stake, as it is when he faces a serious criminal charge.

Glyn Corbishley, a twenty eight year old pensioner, was alleged to have
kicked in a small glass pane of a shop front at Bondi on February 27th, 1967..‘
He was also alleged to have assaulted the shop proprietor. He was taken for
drunk., Corbishley himself, says that he was ill and that an affray occurred
when he was trying to sit down in the shop to escape collapse.

But Corbishley was taken to Paddington Court on charges signed, not by
the police, but by the shop proprietor, and, after a night in the cells, was
brought the next day before the magistrate who then presided at Paddington,
Mr. G.A. Locke, S.M. Mr. Locke's previous main claim to fame was the sentence
of six months gaol he imposed on the editors of 0z llagazine, a sentence that
was subsequently quashed on appeal by Judge Levine. ;

When Corbishley was brought in custody before the Court he pleaded not
guilty. At first br. Locke granted bail but then, making some derogotary
comment about Corbishley's appearance, sentenced him to fourteen days in Long
Bay Gaol for "medical and psychiatric observation'". Such observation did
take place., It lasted twenty minutes and allowed the psychiatrist enough.
time only to say that he could not express any clear opinion on the case.
Corbishley is a man who has spent the past two years in and out of hospitals, 2,
so such indecision was perhaps understandable after twenty minutes. But when |
Corbishley came before Mr. Locke, S.M. at the end of his imprisonment, he i
found this man anything but undecided. A hearing proceeded which can only be
described, as lMr. Justice Holmes was later to describe as "an appalling state
of affairs, a travesty of justice".

Three times at least, during the course of the hearing, Corbishley
asked for an adjournment to enable him to get legal advice., But Mr. Locke,
‘8.M. who had himself sentenced him to be held in custody until the very hour
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