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1. EXTENSION OF ACTIVITIES

We have great pleasure in recording two recent events which mark
substantial steps forward in civil liberties activities in Australia: the
establishment of the Victorian Council for Civil Liberties, and the holding
of the first C.C.L. social function in Sydney.

(1) VICTORIAN COUNCIL FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES (V.C.C.L.)

Several members of the C.C.L. living in Victoria took action .en their
own initiative to form an organisation in Victoria. An inaugural public meet-
ing was held in Melbourne on 19 April, attended by about 250 people. The
meeting was addressed by Mr. R.J.B. St. John (vice-president of the C.C.L.),
and decisionswere taken to establish the V.C.C.L. Pending a further meeting |
in the near future, a steering committee was elected, its officers being:
acting President, Prof. Gasking; acting vice-presidents, Mr. Ashkanasy, Q.C.
and Mr. W. Lloyd, LL.B.; acting Secretary, Mr. J. Bennett. Mr. Bennett's
address is 89 Caroline Street, South Yarra, Victoria.

The V.C.C.L. already has about 180 financial members. The steering
committee has met on two occasions to discuss organisational questions and it
seems that the aims, methods, and constitution of the new body will be
modelled on those of the C.C.L. The following matters are under consider-
ation by the V.C.C.L.:- publication of a Victorian pamphlet similar to 'If
You Are Arrested' and a more comprehensive 'Handbook of Citizens Rights';
the banning of the magezine 'Private Eye'; alleged arbitrary discrimination
by the Educetion Dept. and by a town council; an incident in which a man in
Victoria was seemingly unjustifiably shot by the police; the proposed deport-
‘ation of a Chinese student; and issues involving invasion of privacy and mis-
leading advertising.

In short, a very good start has been made in Victoria and the organ-
isers are to be congratulated for their energy, enthusiasm, and ability. We
look forward to co-operation with the V.C.C.L. on Federal matters. !

(2) SOCIAL FUNCTION

. The Social Committee of the C.C.L.,set up at the last Annual General
Meeting, organised its first activity on 22 April - e wine-tasting function
for members and friends living in the Sydney area. This proved a success,
financially and otherwise, about 150 people being there. The gathering
served a purpose over and above its obvious conviviality: it enabled members
of the C.C.L. to get to know each other better and to discuss current problems. 5

Our thanks are due to the Social Committee, especially to Mrs. Slade
and Mr. Johngon. We hope to see more fruits of their efforts in the not too
distant future.

2. NATURALISATION OF ASIANS

; The first Annual General Meeting of the C.C.L., in October-1964, ',
passed a resolution declaring that the policy of enabling BEuropeans to become
naturalised after five years' residence but requiring fifteen years' residence
in the case of non-Europeans was' discriminatory. The Minister for Immigration,
Mr. H. Opperman, was then informed of this resolution and was requested to
eliminate the discrimination: it was added that this was not intended to .
apply to non-European students in Apatralia-(Newsletters Nos. 4 and 5).

Mr. Opperman's reply at the time seemed sympathetic, but no action
was taken. In January 1966, the question was raised again at a Citizenship
Convention, and our Committee made a further approach to Mr. Opperman in
February. In March, it was announced that the Government had decided to
abolish the 'fifteen year rule': non-Europeans in Australia who are likely



to be Here ihdefinitely are now eligible for naturalisation after five years!'
‘residence.

We cannot claim that this welcome liberalisation of policy is entirely
due to our own representations, but 'we ¢an claim some share of the credit.

3. FILM CENSORSHIP

The following article on Film Censorship was written for this News-
letter by Mr. Ian McFherson. It ircorporates some material first .published
by Mr. McPherson in the Sydney Cinema Society Programme Notes for First Half,
1966, to which due acknowledgment is made..

&1 "Only three titles of banned filme have been named in 38 years of
Annual Reports of the .Commonwealth Film Censorship Bodrd (Hitchcock‘sl !
Blackmail in 1929, and The Tunnel and When Knights Were Bold in 1935). °
Unlike books, titles of banned or -cut films are not listed in the "Common-
wealth of Australia Gazette", or any other official publication. Nor will
the Film Censor name titles, or discuss cuts or bans. "This information is

- confidential between me and the distributor" was his statement during an
interview. with Charles Higham ("Bulletin", 20-11-'65). - Lhe B

Worthwile films are bamned. Journalists Higham (ibid.) and Gavin
Souter ("Sydney Morning Herald", 7-3-'66) asked some of the film distributors.
A quick scrutiny of titles named by the distributors revealed that &t least
three major recent films have either been banned outright, or so cut as to
- be rendered unscreenable:- sy WO E

Viridiana (Spain/Mexico, 1961). Directed by Luis Bunuel. _

- "Obviously the apogee of Bunuel's life work" seid the British Film
Institute's "Monthly Film Bulletin". "One simply cannot’ envisage a
more starkly assured ond uncompromisingly black expression of a pre-
occupation reaching back thirty years to L'Age d'Or... One of the
cinema's few major philosophical works, Viridiana is almost certainly
Bunuel's masterpiece."

Night of the Hunter (U.S.A., 1955). Charles Laughton's first and
only film as a director. "One of the most daring, eloquent and
personal in style to have come from America in a long time." (ibid.)

Une Femme Maride (A Married Woman), (France, 1964). Directed by
Jean-Luc Godard. "Godard's most mature and masterly work." (ibid.)

Other prominent directors who have recently suffered include Walter
Graumen's Lady in a Cage (banned), Roger Corman's Pit and the Pendulum
(banned), Tod Browning's Freaks (banned), Roger Vadim's Les Liaisons
Dangereuses (banned), Shirley Clarke's The Connection (cuts demanded by " the
Censog that were not agreed to by the distributor: the film was then with-
drawn). :

About 1948, the Film Censorship Board began to clamp down on so-called
horror films. In that year, the then Censor, Mr. J. Alexander stated in his
Annual Report: '"Horror films are neither entertaining nor cultural. They
cater only for a small minority of the moronic type." But there are many
film connoisseurs who like these movies, and riot all horror films are cesthet-
ically indefensible. Fritz Lang's Mabuse series, and the work of James Whale,
Val Lewton, and Roger Corman cannot be dismissed with such impertinence. -

The 1965 San Sebastian Film Festival in Spain feetured a retrospective of
horror films, with a round table discussion by experts in the field., English
critic Raymond Durgnat has presented an interesting. thesis that such.films
have cathartic and theraputic effects on asudiences by purging them of subcon-
scious emotional violence. Melbourne film critic Colin Bennett recently -,
stated in "The Age" (2-4-'66) "If teenagers had been fed real horror (barned
in Australi&) at midnight horror shows, instead of laughable S-F "mensters',
they might have tiptoed home to bed instead of demeonstrating their frustrat-
ion with acts of vandalism." '

Political censorship is not a thing -of the. past in Australia.' Both
the Sydney "Sun" and "The Australian" on 5 Nov., 1965, noted the banning of






