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1. A.G M.

The Annual General Meceting of the C.C.L. will be held in Anzac
House, College St., Sydney, on Monday, 19th October, at 8.0 p.m.

The provisional agenda for the meeting includes the following:
reports by the President and Treasurer; motions on an Ombudsman,
naturalization policy and procedures, censorship, and legal costs for
persons acquitted of criminal charges; and election of a Committee. Some
of these matters are referred to bpelow. Members of the Council who wish to
propose oth:r items for discussioff, or to make advance nominations of
candidates for election, are urged to notify the Sceretary as soon as

possible. e

The Treasurer's report to the A.G.M. will include a recommendation

from the Committee that the Council's financial year be deemed to run from

1 October to 30 September; and that membership fees (£1) for the coming
year be due as from 1 October 1964, except in the case of persons who

joined the Council after 1 July 1964 (whose subscription shall run until

30 September 1965)., This recommendation is for administrative convenience,
to cover a point not dealt with in the Constitution; it will not affect

the voting rights at the A.G.M. of any person who has joined the Council.

2. GEWERAL

The considerations of the Committee in the past three months are
noted below. In general, it can be said that the level of activity has
been maintained and that publicity has been gained from time to time for
certain matters. The W.E.A. held a successful conference in Sydney on :
'Aspects of Civil Liberty' on 12-13 September. The journal OQutlook, in its
August 1964 issue, published several articles on civil liberties, which
were written by members of the C.C.L. in their personal capacities.

Professor Morven Brown resigned from the Committee in July, due
to his departure overseas. The Committee then co-opted in his place
Ur. M. Kirby, a solicitor who (as President of the Students' Representative
Council of Sydney University) has done waluable work in the defence of
arrested students. Subsequently, Dr. K.T. Fowler resigned from the
Committee because he too was going overseas. Because the A.G.M. was near,
the Committee decided not to co-opt anyone to replace Dr. Fowler.

Recently, some of our Canberra members have proposcd the establish-
ment of a Canberra branch of the C.C.L., and steps are being taken to bring
this about.

3. ARRESTED STUDENTS

(1) Proceedings in the case of the students arrested in Sydney on
6 May (see Newsletter No. 2) have been protracted, mainly because of the
reluctance or refusal by the police to supply the defence counsel with
particulars of the alleged offensive behaviour. To date, 21 of the student
cases have been concluded at the level of the magistrates' courts. Of these
21 students, 10 have been fully acquitted and 5 others have had the charges
against them proved but dismissed under Section 556A (first offenders) of
the Crimes Act. Appeals have been lodged by the 6 students who were con-
victed and fined, and 1 of these has already won on appeal. A bank clerk -
a bystander - who become involved in the demonstration has also been
acquitted.




2 . I

(2) Following is the text of a letter of protest sent to the Premier
in connection with the demonstration (The Under-Secretary of the Premier's
Department replied that our representations 'have been noted and will be
given careful consideration').

'Dear Sir,

I have been directed by the Committee of the Council for
Civil Liberties to write to you in regard to police policy as
exhibited in relation to the demonstrution held by Sydney
University students in Wynyard Street (outside the U.S.A. Embassy)
on Commemoration Day, 6 May, 1964.

‘The Council is most concerned at the general policy of
the Police Department in relation to demonstrations of this
kind. I wish to emphasise that we are not here raising any
issue regarding the guilt or innocence of individual students
who have been charged with offences arising from the demonstration.

The Council had several observers present at the demon-
stration and it has received reports from them on the events
which occurred. The basic and cardinal fact which emerges from
these reports is that there was never at any time throughout
the demonstration any injury to any person nor any damage to
any property, nor was there at any time any threat or risk or

reasonable apprehension of injury to any person or damage to
property. :

The demonstrators consisted of several hundred students
who behaved in a perfectly orderly manner. In fact, as a
political demonstration, it was remarkably restrained. There
was some chanting of slogans and A wooden cross was burned in
a way which presented no denger. These activities attracted a
modest-sized audience of passers-by. If there had been no
police intervention of any kind the net effect and result of
the demonstration would, in our view, have been as follows:

(a) the demonstration would have lasted one-half to' three-
quarters of an hour and then disbanded;

(b) one very short and comparatively unimportent city street
would have been closed to traffic for one-half to three-
quarters of an hour;

(¢) there would have been no person injured nor any property
damaged ;

(d) the student body of the University would have been left .
with the satisfaction of having been allowed to conduct
a political demonstration on a very serious subject with-
.out obstruction, in accordance with the traditions of °
Commemoration Day;

(e) some lunch-time pedestrians would have received 2 little
entertainment and, perhaps, stimulation from the spectacle;

(f) the principles of freedom of assembly end the right of
political demonstration would have received a welcome,
if modest, recognition.

Instend, what in fact heppened? As you are no doubt
aware, & very large body of police arrived on the scene soon
after the start of the demonstration. These police (including
21 Division men), did not pause to observe what harm or damage
was being done or threatened. They immediately set about try-
ing to clear everyone off the street and trying to keep every-
one on the footpaths moving away from the scene. 0dd cars
concerned about entering Wynysrd Street were zealously
shepherded through the throng.






