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7.10
SUN PROTECTION FOR INMATES

Summary Page

	Policy Statement
	· The Department of Corrective Services (DCS) has an obligation to provide a safe and healthy environment, in which inmates can live, work and participate in outdoor activities.

· The DCS will provide the necessary sun protection aids, especially to those inmates who perform their duties in the open air. Other aids such as sunglasses may be made available for purchase.



	Purpose
	This policy ensures that the department fulfils its duty of care to inmates by providing the means with which to live and work in a safe and healthy environment. 



	Scope
	This policy applies to all correctional centres and other places of detention. It affects all custodial and authorised staff and visitors who work in such centres and places of detention.



	Strategic Focus
	· Corporate Plan 2001 – 2004

· Strategic Plan 2002 - 2005



	Legislation
	Occupational Health and Safety Act 2000, S8



	Related Policies
	· OPM: S8.1 – Duty of Care

· OPM: S22.5 – Sun Protection for Staff



	ACO
	99/008




7.10.1 Guidelines

7.10.1.1
Hats

Hats provide shade, which lessens exposure to ultraviolet radiation. Broad brimmed hats are available to inmates on reception at correctional centres where available.

It should be noted that broad brimmed hats will not protect against solar ultraviolet radiation reflecting from shiny or concrete surfaces. Inmates subject to these conditions should be advised to apply sunscreen to the exposed parts of their bodies.

7.10.1.2
Long sleeved shirts and long pants

Long sleeved shirts and long pants provide better protection from the sun to arms and legs than short sleeved shirts and shorts, even if the latter are used in conjunction with properly applied sunscreen. For the above reason, outdoor workers should be encouraged to wear long sleeved shirts and long pants or equivalent.

7.10.1.3
Sunscreen

The department shall provide sunscreen to inmates. Outdoor workers should be encouraged to use sunscreen, in accordance with directions supplied by the manufacturer.

Sunscreen:

· is not a substitute for appropriate protective clothing;  

· with maximum protection does not offer complete protection against the sun. 

· provided by the department shall provide maximum protection (ie. it will have a sun protection factor (SPF) of 15+ with a Broad Spectrum Cover).

· with a SPF of 15+ enables a person to remain in the sun fifteen (15) times longer before burning than if he / she had not used a sunscreen.  The lotion to be provided is a combination lotion that contains both sunscreen and an insect repellent (where available) and is to be kept in locked installations mounted on the wall.

7.10.1.4
Promotion


Governors shall contact the Alcohol and Other Drugs & HIV & Health Promotion Unit (AOD&HHPU) to obtain promotional material. The material should be displayed in prominent locations throughout each correctional centre. In addition, notices shall be displayed on inmate notice boards advising inmates of the department’s policy and the sun protection available.

Overseers or other officers supervising outdoor workers shall be instructed to actively encourage inmates to use sun protection.

7.10.2

Procedures

The AOD&HHPU will:

· provide and install lockable dispensers and the initial sunscreen lotion container for the provision of the combined sunscreen and insect repellent lotion in all correctional centres. 

· provide other departmental centres with dispensers and an initial sunscreen lotion container.  This will not include installation. It is the responsibility of individual centres to pay for the replacement sunscreen lotion.

In correctional centres, the dispensers are to be located in all wing areas (near the wing office), visit areas, the entry gate for staff and in industrial areas. AOD&HHPU will monitor the availability of the sunscreen and organise for replenishment where needed. All other departmental facilities will be responsible for monitoring and ensuring availability of the sunscreen lotion. 

7.10.3

Monitoring and Evaluation

1. Overseers, in areas where inmates work outdoors, are responsible for ensuring that inmates are aware of the availability of appropriate protective clothing and sunscreen lotion.

2.
Area Managers are responsible for ensuring that installations for sunscreen are not tampered with.

3.
Governors should check that adequate educational material on the use of sun protection is provided in prominent areas of correctional centres.

4.
In correctional centres, the AOD&HHPU will monitor the availability and use of sunscreen, and any decision to revise the conditions of its use, on a regular basis.

5. In all other departmental facilities, the responsibility for this will lie with management in consultation with the AOD&HHPU.
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