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7.22
LINK-UP

Summary Page

	Policy Overview
	The NSW Department of Corrective Services will provide funding to assist Aboriginal inmates to re-establish links with their families and communities in view of Recommendation 52 of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.



	Purpose
	This policy makes the Link-up service available to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander inmates who were separated from their families as children due to removal by government process.



	Scope
	This policy applies to all correctional centres, periodic detention centres and other places of detention.  It affects all staff and visitors who work within such centres and places of detention.



	Strategic Focus
	Corporate Plan 2001 - 2004



	Legislation
	· Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission Act 1986: Schedule 2

· Adoption Information Regulation 1996: clauses 20 - 23



	Related Policies
	· OPM: S15 – Visits to Inmates and Correctional Centres

· Royal Commission on Aboriginal Deaths in Custody: Recommendation 52




Definitions

	Royal Commission on Deaths in Custody: Recommendation 52
	“That the funding should be made available to organisations such as Link-Up which have the support of Aboriginal people for the purpose of re-establishing links to family and the community which had been severed or attenuated by past government policies. Where this service is being provided to Aboriginal people by organisations or bodies, which not being primarily established to pursue this purpose, provide the service in conjunction with other functions which they perform, the role of such organisations in assisting Aboriginal people to re-establish their links to family and community should be recognised and funded where appropriate.”




7.22.1
Guidelines

In line with meeting the Government's commitment to the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody (RCIADIC), the NSW Department of Corrective Services will provide funding to honour Recommendation 52 of the National Inquiry into the separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their families and communities.

The Link-up service is available to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who were separated from family due to removal by government process.

As part of the department's involvement in the National Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their families, the department has agreed to pay the cost of $26.00 (costing for non urgent application) for inmate birth certificates on behalf of Link-Up. 

The Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages is a government trading enterprise which has an existing fee structure for applications for certificates and searches. Any costs beyond the $26.00 levy is to be paid for by the inmate requesting the information, in which case the inmate will be notified by a representative of the Aboriginal Support and Planning Unit. 

7.22.2 Procedures

7.22.2.1
Access to Birth Records for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 


Inmates

1. Inmates interested in obtaining information about themselves or a family member, may do so by completing both the Common Access form for NSW Agencies and Inmate’s Application or Statement form and forwarding them to the Aboriginal Support and Planning Unit at the Long Bay Complex.

2. The Inmate's Application or Statement form is to contain:

· a request for assistance to obtain a copy of the inmate's natural birth certificate;

· the details of the inmate requesting the information; and 

· the inmate's signature. 

3. If  requesting information on a family member the inmate will have to supply a reason for wanting to access records of a person other than themselves, and will have to provide one of the following:

· a letter of consent from the individual whose records are being requested; or 

· a certified copy of the death certificate of the individual whose records are being requested; or

· a statutory declaration demonstrating the relationship of the inmate to the deceased whose records are being requested.

7.22.2.2
Designated 'Link-Up' Officials Access to Legal Room Visiting Facilitiestc \l3 "7.35.2
DESIGNATED LINK-UP OFFICIALS TO HAVE ACCESS TO LEGAL ROOM VISITING FACILITIES
The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Deaths in Custody Regional Report (Wootten 1991) found a high percentage of Aboriginals incarcerated in the correctional system had been separated as children from their families. 

Link-Up staff have found it difficult to assist incarcerated persons to search for their families. A need for private counselling facilities and access to inmates for family reunions is crucial.

Link-up staff will present their departmental identification or letter of introduction to interview inmates. These visits are additional to the standard visit entitlements and shall be afforded the same privacy status as legal visitors.
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