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5.8
INMATE RECREATION ACTIVITIES 

(Entertainment, Videos, Copyright)

Summary Page

	Policy Overview
	· The quality and content of inmate entertainment should be consistent with both mainstream public and departmental expectations.

· The type of entertainment offered should be conducive to the development and welfare of inmates.

· Access to entertainment should be a privilege that inmates must earn.

· Videos screened for inmate recreational purposes will be those that are generally available in the community except for R rated and X rated videos.

· Copyright laws must be strictly adhered to with respect to any form of copyrighted entertainment provided within correctional centres.     



	Purpose
	· To meet the recreational needs of inmates during their imprisonment.

· To implement an effective management tool that is conducive to a stress-free working environment for staff.



	Scope


	This policy affects all correctional centres and all staff and authorised visitors who work within such centres.



	Strategic Focus
	Corporate Plan 2001 – 2004: Correctional Centre Management – Inmate Services and Programs.



	Legislation
	· Crimes (Administration of Sentences) Regulation 2001

· Crimes (Administration of Sentences) Act 1999 

· Copyright Act 1968 



	Related Policies


	· OPM: Section 8.15 – Correctional Centre Publications

· OPM: Section 18.6.3 – Inmate Sporting and Recreation Activities



	ACO
	2000/053




This policy and accompanying procedures are currently under review.  For further information regarding its content please contact Michael Falcioni, A/State Manager, Recreation and Fitness, on telephone number (02) 9289 1458.

5.8.1
Policy

1. Live Entertainment

· Inmates may be provided with entertainment as part of the structured day in a correctional centre.

· The quality and content of entertainment should be consistent with the expectations of the mainstream public and the department.

· In all cases, the type of entertainment provided should be conducive to the proper development and welfare of inmates.

· Such entertainment should be considered a privilege which inmates earn.

2. Videos

· Videos containing violence or actions of an extremely aggressive nature should not be screened for inmate recreation.

· Professional staff, as part of an accredited program, may screen segments of videos. 

3. Copyright


The requirements of the law in relation to the copying of commercial videotapes are to be strictly adhered to.

5.8.2
Guidelines

1. General

a.
All officers of the department, particularly activities and education officers, should be aware of the requirement that the quality and content of inmate entertainment should be consistent with both mainstream public and departmental expectations.

b.
In discussing each case the governor and his/her Regional Commander should clarify what constitutes public and departmental expectations.  When considering such cases governors should take into account the range of issues pertinent to the type of entertainment being considered.  

Access to entertainment is considered a privilege that inmates must earn.  

c.
All forms of entertainment (excluding videos) must be approved by the Regional Commander three weeks in advance of the performance dates.  Arrangements to engage live performers should be made after approval has been given.  

d.
The Regional Commander need only give his/her approval for a category of 
entertainment once.  Thereafter, it should be sufficient for the governor to 
approve subsequent performances by the same group or individual.  


This approval is subject to:

· the ability of all performers and support personnel entering correctional centres to produce current security clearances (which are valid for a period of six months from the date of issue); and

· the stage name of the group or individual and the nature of the performance remaining the same.

e.
Activities officers / delegated officers should develop and maintain a record of 
all inmate sporting and leisure activities occurring within their centres. A 
register of these records should be available for inspection at the Regional 
Commander’s request. Yearly extracts may be required for the department’s 
annual report.

2. Videos


It is not desirable to introduce censorship in respect of videos screened for inmates except that videos classified R and X are not to be screened in the centres.  Officers responsible for hiring videos for inmate recreation purposes have a responsibility to ensure that the contents are not overly violent or aggressive.

3.
Copyright

Governors should ensure that the requirements with respect to the legislation on the copying of commercial videos are strictly followed.  Hired videos generally contain visual information with regards to such requirements.

5.8.3
Monitoring and Evaluation

1.
Officers choosing hire videos for the entertainment of inmates are responsible for ensuring that the quality and content of such videos meet acceptable standards.

2.
Governors are to ensure that departmental officers are aware of their 
obligations with respect to copyright legislation.

3.
Governors have the authority to approve any form of entertainment based on quality and content.  
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