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7.21 INDIGENOUS INMATES - ACCESS TO TRADITIONAL FOOD (BUSH TUCKER) DURING CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS

Summary Page

	Policy Overview
	The Department of Corrective Services endorses access to traditional food by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander inmates at significant cultural celebrations including National Aboriginal and Islander Day of Commemoration Week, Survival Day, Sorry Day and other significant cultural events.


	Scope
	This policy applies to all correctional centres and affects all custodial and authorised staff who work within such centres.



	Strategic Focus
	Corporate Plan 2001 - 2004



	Legislation
	· National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974

· Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995, Part 2

· Food (General Regulation) 1997

· High Court decision - Yanner v Eaton (1999) HCA 53


	Related Policies
	OPM: S7 – Dietary Constraints on the Basis of Religion



	ACO
	2000/04



	Annexure
	Annexure 4.1 Activities Purchase Order




Definitions

	Bush tucker  or Traditional food
	commonly referred to as bush tucker and is consumed by Aboriginal people at cultural celebrations and / or in the daily staple diet of a particular geographic area and language group. 



	totem
	a traditional emblem, taking the form of a species of fauna or flora which identifies an individual cultural language group.




7.21.1
Guidelines

1. 
Background

The Department of Corrective Services acknowledges the importance of traditional food to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander inmates during significant cultural celebrations.

During such events, Aboriginal inmates require access to traditional foods to honour their culture and customs.

Traditional food is often referred to as "Bush Tucker" and includes game meat, fruit, vegetables, nuts and fish.

2.
Access to Traditional Foods

The department’s commitment to making traditional food available to Aboriginal inmates requires a consistent approach to ensure that appropriate food is provided at significant cultural events.

In New South Wales, the provision of traditional food to Aboriginal inmates will be limited by seasonal availability.  However, attempts will still need to be made to ensure consistent provision of traditional food.

Consideration should be given to utilising those traditional foods that are native to and available in New South Wales.  This will ensure that the  does not breach the flora and fauna protection Act of other States.

Traditional foods of New South Wales may be considered to include kangaroo, emu, some native plants, vegetables and fish.

Traditional foods that are not native to New South Wales will not be considered, except in extenuating circumstances.  This category of food would include, but not be limited to, crocodile, buffalo, turtle and dugong and some special forms of native plants and vegetables.

3.
Language Groups

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander inmates of NSW correctional centres come from all Australian states and territories and from different language groups.  There are 600 Aboriginal language groups in Australia encompassing a great variety of traditional languages and customs.

4.
Totems

Totems give Aboriginal people their cultural identity within their language group.  They mainly take the form of species of fauna or flora; ie. animals, fish, birds or plants.  Some examples of totems: shark, eagle, eel, snake, emu, tree, lizard and goanna.

5.
Significant Events

Significant Aboriginal cultural events include National Aboriginal and Islander Day of Commemoration (NAIDOC) Week, Survival Day and Sorry Day.  These significant events have a special meaning for Aboriginal people.

(i)
NAIDOC Week

NAIDOC Week incorporates a National Day of Observance for Aboriginal People, which is held on the second Friday in July.  Families, schools and communities gets together to share cultural activities, discuss current issues and celebrate historical and contemporary events.

(ii)
Survival Day

Survival Day commemorates over 200 years of colonisation for Aboriginal people.  This significant event for Aboriginal people is celebrated by non-Aboriginal people as Australia Day.

(iii)
National Sorry Day

The National Sorry Day (Journey of Healing) is a significant event for Aboriginal people because it marks the government’s response to the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC) report, Bringing Them Home, which arose from the National Enquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children.

(iv)
Other Special Events

Other special events that are recognised as of significant importance include graduation ceremonies, official openings, reconciliation events, the Aboriginal mentor training program and any other culturally significant practice.

6.
Cultural Celebrations - Annual budget

The budget for indigenous cultural celebrations is maintained within the Indigenous Services Unit (ISU) cost centre.

The Director, Indigenous Services Unit, is responsible for coordinating and approving all expenditure related to indigenous cultural celebrations and activities in accordance with the Indigenous Offenders Action Plan.

Regional Aboriginal Project Officers (RAPOs) will be required on an annual basis to forward to the Director, ISU a budget proposal, for all centres in their region, outlining their projections for all approved indigenous cultural events.  The funding proposal is to be based on the number of indigenous offenders accommodated at each centre and is to include separate justification and costs where any extra funding requirements need to be considered.  A copy of the funding proposal is to also be forwarded to the Commander.

A separate submission will need to be forwarded to the Director, ISU in respect of any additional funding required for a new or special event (other than NAIDOC Week, Survival Day or Sorry Day).

7.21.2
Procedures

7.21.2.1
Approval and Implementation

1. The Commander is to give written approval for new or special events (other than NAIDOC Week, Survival Day or Sorry Day) to be celebrated and for traditional food to be brought in for these occasions.  Once this approval has been given, the governor can then approve subsequent celebrations at the local level. 

2.
Where it is intended to provide traditional food for cultural celebrations and significant 
cultural events, a written request that will include a list of traditional foods, should be 
submitted to the governor or his / her delegated officer for approval.

3.
RAPOs will coordinate cultural events in the regions and will forward to the respective 
governors of correctional centres an outline of the proposed event at least two months in 
advance.  Governors will respond with a decision on the request within a fortnight of 
receiving the application. The RAPOs will be responsible for coordinating written requests 
from outside parties to bring in traditional food for approved cultural celebrations.  The 
governor is to approve all such requests.

7.21.2.2
Purchase of Traditional Foods

The Activities Purchase Order form (Annexure 4.1) is to be used to order traditional foods.

(i)
Game Meats

The acquisition and purchase of traditional food, in particular, game meats, is to be made through a licensed retail outlet and / or butcher shop that provides bush tucker.  

Game meat which is not traditional food and which is not restricted by legislation will be considered on request.  This category could include rabbit, pig and goat.

(ii)
Traditional Plant Foods


This category of food includes:

· native fruits, vegetables and plant matter; and

· jams made from native fruits, nuts and berries.

(iii)
Shellfish

Items such as prawns, oysters, crabs, yabbies and crayfish are to be excluded due to cost considerations.

7.21.2.3
Provision of Foods by Outside Parties

The governor or his / her delegated officer, in consultation with the RAPO, is to give prior approval to any proposal for traditional food to be brought into a correctional centre by outside personnel.

Such proposals from outside parties will only be considered for significant cultural events eg. NADIOC Week, Survival Day or Sorry Day.

7.21.2.4
List of Traditional Foods

A current list of approved traditional foods (including game meats and plant foods), costing, and suppliers is available on request from RAPOs, Aboriginal pre- and post-release officers, Manager Inmate Services and Prgrams, and the Indigenous Services Unit.

7.21.2.5
Aboriginal Inmates from outside NSW, and Torres Strait Islanders

Throughout correctional centres in New South Wales there are inmates from other States and Territories serving custodial sentences.

Provision of traditional food to interstate inmates will be considered in the case of special or extenuating circumstances subject to availability, funding considerations and compliance with the relevant fauna and flora protection legislation. Where there are special or extenuating circumstances, a recommendation is to be made by the governor, RAPO or the Director, Indigenous Services Unit and is to be forwarded to the Commander for approval.

The issue of traditional food for interstate inmates serving a custodial sentence in New South Wales will, subject to availability, be considered by the Aboriginal Inmate Committee in conjunction with the RAPO.  The inclusion of this category of food in cultural celebrations is to receive prior approval from the governor.

7.21.3
Monitoring and Evaluation

Responsibilities

1. Regional Aboriginal Project Officers:

· will maintain a record of all events and celebrations for correctional centres in the region. These statistics are to be incorporated into the annual report for the region.

· forward a monthly report to the Director, Indigenous Services Unit on the various indigenous events and celebrations held at each correctional centre.

2.
The Director, Indigenous Services Unit will review reports from all regions and will visit centres periodically to ensure compliance with the policy.

3.
Governors are responsible for maintaining a record of all events during which traditional food is approved to be brought into the correctional centre.

4.
Commanders will review and examine the governor's journal as part of the annual inspection.
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