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5.2
HOBBY TOOLS AND MATERIALS

Summary Page

	Policy Overview
	· Inmates are permitted to pursue approved hobbies and may be permitted to have and use associated materials and tools in their cells.

· The quantity of hobby materials retained in an inmate’s cell must satisfy the inmate private property policy.



	Purpose
	The aim of this policy is to clarify the rules and regulations associated with inmate possession of equipment required for hobbies they may choose to pursue. 



	Scope
	All custodial and non-custodial officers of the department who work within the confines of correctional centres are affected by this policy.



	Strategic Focus
	· Corporate Plan 2001 – 2004: Correctional Centre Management – Inmate Services & Programs

· Strategic Plan 1998 – 2001: 5.1 Managing Offenders, 

      5.3 Reducing Offending Behaviour.

 

	Legislation
	Crimes (Administration of Sentences) Regulation 2001



	Related Policies

	OPM: S9.6.4 – Education, Art and Craft Material 


5.2.1
Procedures

5.2.1.1
General

1. Inmates interested in pursuing a hobby are required to submit a written application to the area manager for consideration.  

2. A committee (consisting of the governor, area manager and senior education officer or activities officer) will determine the nature of the hobbies and the type and quantity of tools for approval.   

3. The inmate’s application must satisfy the criteria set by the committee.

4. Once approval has been given, the senior education officer’s delegate or the activities officer will purchase the necessary tools and materials.

5.
The senior education officer or his/her delegate, or the activities officer (in conjunction with the governor) should implement local procedures for the issue of tools and materials to inmates involved in approved hobbies.

5.2.1.2
Issue of Hobby Tools to Inmates

1.
All tools purchased for hobby activities are to be accurately itemised and described on all documentation including receipts, private property cards, wing records and cell property forms.  

To facilitate this requirement:

· all hobby tools and materials purchased on behalf of the inmate are to be lodged with the reception room officer for recording on the inmate’s private property card;

· details of an inmate’s application, the governor’s or area manager’s approval and a list of all hobby tools and materials purchased must be lodged with the wing officer for inclusion on wing records or cell property forms (such inventories are to be used when searching cells); and

· the documentation approving the hobby, and the cell property form accurately listing the quantity and description of the tools approved for use in the cell must be displayed on the wall inside the inmate’s cell or on the dormitory noticeboard.

2.
The following additional constraints apply:

· Hobby tools must not be loaned to other inmates. Breaches will result in the termination of hobby privileges.

· Tools found in any cell without written approval of the governor or area manager will be confiscated.

3.
Inmates may borrow tools purchased by the department at times specified by the either the senior education officer, his/her delegate, or the activities officer.

All tools issued must be accounted for, and an accurate, permanent record of all issues and returns must be kept at all times.  

5.2.2
Evaluation and Monitoring

1. Senior education officers and/or activities officers are responsible for the purchase of hobby materials and tools through either the inmate buy-up system or education purchases.

2. Hobbies (and the use of associated tools) approved as an education activity are to be monitored by the senior education officer or his/her delegate.

3. Hobbies (and the use of associated tools) approved as a non-education activity are to be monitored by the inmate’s area/unit manager or the activities officer.

4. Successful carriage of the hobby activity may depend on the inmate’s general attitude and compliance with requirements as set down by the governor and activities officer or senior education officer.
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